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ABSTRACT

Implementation in the era of the 21st-century revolution requires development, knowledge, and skills, with the
hope that students are able to think critically and creatively, as well as solve problems and build collaboration
together. The purpose of this study is to determine the profile of the driving teacher and the form of development
of students’ critical thinking skills using the Discovery Learning model in Grade V elementary school students.
The research method uses qualitative research, while the data collection technique is conducted through
interviews. The results of this study indicate that the driving teacher plays an important role as a facilitator
who encourages active, independent, and experience-based learning. They use strategies such as group
discussions, trigger questions, and reflection to guide students to find solutions independently. This is in line
with the Discovery Learning model, which is designed to improve students' critical thinking skills. The
application of the Discovery Learning model shows positive developments in students’ critical thinking skills,
especially in analysis, evaluation, and problem-solving. Students are more open to different opinions, although
self-reflection and creativity need to be improved in some students. In addition, students also show a better
understanding of cultural concepts through this approach.
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INTRODUCTION

Education is an effort made to improve the knowledge, attitudes, and skills of teachers
and students (Astuti et al., 2017; Rahayuni, 2016; Rojas et al., 2022; Rudibyani et al., 2020;
Thomas et al., 2019). The success of education can be seen from the changes in students who
are taught during the learning process. These changes can occur with the attention given by
teachers in the learning process both inside and outside the classroom. One example of a change
that can be made by students to see success is a change in mentality, mutual respect between
colleagues, teachers, and students. This mental change can occur when teachers are able to
provide good examples by demonstrating professionalism when carrying out the learning
process (Priatna & Rahman, 2021; Putu Sutirta et al., 2023; Sinar, 2021; Wardoyo et al., 2017).
The formal basis related to education is stated in the National Education System Law Number
20 of 2003 Article 1 paragraph (1) concerning the National Education System, which states
that education is a conscious and planned effort to create a learning atmosphere and learning
process so that students actively develop their potential to have spiritual religious strength, selt-
control, personality, intelligence, noble morals, and the skills needed by themselves, society,
nation, and state.
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Education aims to help students develop their potential, improve morals, have
intelligence, morals, and good personality. This is because education has an important role for
humans in life, both in religion and nation, as education can regulate and change a person
towards a more advanced and developed life. Teachers have an important role in advancing the
quality of education; professionalism can be said to be very influential on the state of
educational activities, especially in teaching and learning activities, where teachers are required
to have competence in the field of learning, such as mastery in learning planning, processes,
strategies, and evaluation (Bratton & Gold, 2017; Chiara et al., 2023; Edison et al., 2021;
Mahapatro, 2021; Mathis et al., 2016).

In Indonesia, there have been several changes and developments in the curriculum. This
is done so that the existing education system can follow the development and progress of world
science and technology. Thus, the country can also compete with other countries in the global
competition of science and technology. Curriculum changes occur systematically in
accordance with the development of the times and technology. As is known, in 2020 education
experienced many changes because of the pandemic (Kurniawaty, 2020). Based on this, it is
emphasized that the government is responsible for providing the widest possible access to
education for everyone. The government is tasked with creating an education system that
ensures equal access to education and improves the quality, relevance, and efficiency of
management to answer the challenges of changes in local, national, and global life (Kamaludin,
2022).

Policies and regulations that lead to activities to improve the quality of education
(Kurniawan, 2023), one of which can determine the quality of education is the curriculum field.
In learning process activities, the curriculum is needed as a guideline for setting targets in the
teaching and learning process (Fatih, 2022). Implementation in the era of the 21st-century
revolution requires development, knowledge, and skills, with the hope that students can think
critically and creatively, as well as solve problems and build collaboration together. Along with
the increasingly conducive atmosphere and conditions, the implementation of the Merdeka
Curriculum was developed.

The independent curriculum focuses on freedom and creative thinking. One of the
programs presented by the Ministry of Education and Culture in the launch of independent
learning is the start of the school movement program (Rahayu, 2022). With a separate
curriculum, the independent curriculum is intended to equip students with critical, quality,
expressive, practical, diverse, and progressive learning, so that they can develop according to
their potential and talents. Thus, students can adopt the character of Pancasila students, and
the shift in the new curriculum requires cooperation, strong commitment, honesty, and correct
implementation from all parties (Kamaludin, 2023). Therefore, teachers are expected to be
educators, teachers, mentors, and facilitators, which are among the factors that influence
student learning achievement and encourage student motivation in learning.

Therefore, a learning activity is needed that can stimulate critical thinking in students,
for example by guiding students to be directly involved in activities that involve students and
teachers who act as guides to find concepts. Teachers have a heavy task to achieve national
education goals, namely improving quality. Based on initial observations made by researchers,
it was found that students had difficulty understanding the material given. This can be seen
from the teaching and learning methods used by teachers in the classroom, so that students are
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less able to develop critical thinking skills. The causal factors come from two sources, namely
from within and outside. Internal factors are caused by a lack of student interest in the learning
process, students not concentrating during learning, and students having difficulty
remembering the material that has been taught. Meanwhile, external factors can be shown by
conventional learning models, namely lectures. Teachers do not apply enough variation in
learning, so that students listen more to explanations from teachers and are less actively
involved, making them less able to develop critical thinking skills in the learning process. The
causes of the low critical thinking skills of students in this problem are due to several things,
including students having difficulty in completing and answering the questions given, as well
as difficulty in identifying similarities when solving problems related to the lesson (Benyamin,
2021).

Based on data from the Program for International Student Assessment (PISA) in 2012,
Indonesia's literacy score was ranked 64th out of 65 countries with a score of 382. PISA stated
that students in Indonesia could only reach level 1 and level 2 out of 6 levels of questions. So,
PISA concluded that students' thinking skills in Indonesia are very low. However, the results
of the 2018 PISA study released by the OECD show that Indonesian students' reading ability
achieved an average score of 371, with an average OECD score of 487. For the average
mathematics score, it reached 379 with an average OECD score of 487. Furthermore, for
science, the average score of Indonesian students reached 389 with an average OECD score of
489. The 2018 PISA data above shows that Indonesia is in the low performance quadrant with
high equity. Therefore, Indonesia still has the opportunity to improve its critical thinking skills
because it has capacity and potential that has not been developed. According to Azizah &
Cintang (2018), critical thinking ability itself is a cognitive process in analyzing problems faced
systematically and specifically, as well as carefully and thoroughly. Critical thinking ability is
also the ability to identify and examine information to plan ways to solve problems.

This is because during the learning process, students experience boredom and are less
enthusiastic about participating in learning. In communicating, teachers are only one-way and
do not involve students in the process, so that learning seems less meaningful. Based on this
explanation, it shows that there is a relationship between the low level of critical thinking of
students and the learning process applied by teachers who still use conventional learning
models. Therefore, the importance of critical thinking skills through the education process is
to develop attitudes, be able to obtain and integrate knowledge, and be able to solve various
problems and issues so that students can compete on a global scale in accordance with the
development of the times (Hasnan, 2020).

Therefore, one of the learning models that requires students to be active is the discovery
learning model. This learning model is a model that involves students in the learning process.
This model emphasizes the importance of understanding the structure or important ideas of a
discipline through the active involvement of students in the learning process (Liando, 2021).
Teachers must be more creative in choosing a learning model that suits the characteristics of
the subjects to be delivered. In addition, teachers must also apply group learning, discussions,
and experiments. As a good teacher, you are required to be able to create innovative learning
so that a conducive learning atmosphere can be created. This is intended so that the expected
learning objectives can be achieved.
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RESEARCH METHOD
This research used qualitative method; the research strategy employed was qualitative,
which had descriptive characteristics. Data collection techniques involved the use of
interviews. Data analysis was the process of systematically searching for and compiling data
obtained from interviews, field notes, and other materials, so that it could be easily understood
and the findings could be conveyed to others (Hardani, 2020). This study was conducted at X
Elementary School, involving 10 Grade V teachers and 15 students.

RESULT AND DISCUSSION

Based on the results of interviews with several teachers, elementary schools can
implement the independent learning curriculum. The independent learning curriculum is a
curriculum that is centered on students or learners, has varied learning content, is delivered in
a fun way, and is delivered both inside and outside the classroom. Project-based learning that
can strengthen skills and encourage students to deepen their learning concepts. Teachers
encourage student or learner creativity by providing materials and media that students usually
use to create projects. This phenomenon can be seen when teachers provide teaching materials.
Students implement the material that has been discussed and explore actual issues, and make
good use of technological advances. In this way, students can develop according to their
interests and talents, and have critical thinking, become quality, optimistic, positive and
creative students (Rahayu et al., 2022).

Teachers can manage all of that through different approaches, strategies, methods and
learning techniques, as well as the use of various innovative learning media. This method
increases students' enthusiasm for learning and encourages them to be creative and think
critically in the learning process so that they can achieve their learning goals. The world of
education is closely related to outcomes and goals, including the development of critical
thinking skills. Because critical thinking skills allow students to analyze, reason, evaluate, and
make decisions to identify strengths and weaknesses that need to be addressed systematically.
So that they can find solutions to appropriate problem solving. By implementing the
independent curriculum, students can gain new contributions in developing critical thinking
skills.

Based on interviews with teachers, there are several points that describe the profile of the
Driving Teacher in implementing the Discovery Learning model, namely the application of
Discovery Learning, teachers prepare learning by adjusting the material to the context of
students' daily lives, providing real problems, and guiding students through the process of
exploration, analysis, and reflection. For example, Mr. Teguh uses interactive media and
facilitates group discussions to encourage students to think critically and independently. The
role of the facilitator, the teacher acts as a facilitator who supports students in understanding
the material independently with minimal guidance, such as in the case of Mr. Nanang who
prioritizes group discussions to identify problems and draw conclusions. Character
development, teachers also integrate Pancasila values and character-based learning in the
Discovery Learning model, such as tolerance, cooperation, and responsibility.

In the development of critical thinking skills of students with the discovery learning
model, the analysis of the interview results conducted by Axel showed good analytical skills
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using books and videos as references. However, he tends not to be reflective and does not
provide additional solutions to certain questions. The results of the interview conducted by
Bilqis that using various sources such as books, LKS, and cultural experiences. She is quite
reflective and has the initiative to provide solutions for. The results of the interview conducted
by Bintang that critical thinking and openness to different opinions. However, less reflective
in evaluating answers, although he showed a logical problem-solving process. The results of
the interview conducted by Citra that has a broad understanding of information from the
internet and cultural experiences. However, he needs to strengthen evaluation and alternative
solutions to improve critical creative thinking skills. The results of the interview conducted by
Dilla showed a focus on book and television sources. Although not providing additional
solutions, she is confident in her answers and has good analytical skills.

The results of the interview conducted by Freya, have good analytical and reflective
skills. She is also able to provide alternative solutions, such as adding cultural activities. The
results of the interview conducted by Kayla, that she is reflective of her answers and open to
different opinions. She shows the ability to think creatively with alternative solutions. The
results of the interview conducted by Naura show creative thinking and reflection, but need to
strengthen the evaluation to support her answers better. The results of the interview conducted
by Salma are very reflective and critical in providing solutions. She also uses experiences and
facts from various sources. While the results of the interview conducted by Sifa rely on primary
references from books and show a logical thinking process. However, she is less reflective and
does not provide additional solutions.

From the results of interviews, observations, and student worksheets, the development of
students' critical thinking skills can be identified through indicators, namely analytical skills,
most students are able to identify important information from various sources, such as books,
videos, and direct experiences. For example, students like Axel and Bilqis demonstrate this
ability by referring to relevant cultural materials. Evaluation skills, many students provide
reasons or arguments to support their answers. However, there is variation in the depth of the
arguments, reflecting differences in the level of understanding between students. Problem
solving, students' problem-solving processes show logical steps, such as reading, searching for
references, discussing, and writing. However, some students need additional guidance to
explain the process in more depth. Self-reflection, students like Bilgis and Naura show
reflection on their answers, while others still feel confident without further improvement and
creative thinking skills, some students propose creative solutions, such as cultural exhibitions
and art performances, to support cultural understanding.

CONCLUSION

The findings of this study indicate that the driving teacher plays a crucial role as a
facilitator, fostering active, independent, and experience-based learning through strategies such
as group discussions, trigger questions, and reflection, which align with the Discovery Learning
model. The implementation of this model led to positive developments in students’ critical
thinking skills, particularly in analysis, evaluation, and problem-solving, and made students
more receptive to diverse opinions, though there remains a need to further enhance self-
reflection and creativity in some students. Additionally, students demonstrated a better
understanding of cultural concepts through this approach. For future research, it is suggested
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to explore the long-term impact of the Discovery Learning model on students’ creativity and
self-reflection, as well as its application across different grade levels and subject areas.
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